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RECORDS OF THE RICHESON FAMILY * 

Births 

Holt Richerson, otherwise Col. Holt Richerson, an officer in the 

American Revolution, was born the 30th of September, 

1736. 
Susanna Richerson, wife of Col. Holt Richerson, who was a 

daughter of Col. Francis West, was born 15th of March, 

1744. 
Mary Evans Richerson, daughter of Holt Richerson and Susanna, 

his wife, was born the 3rd of August, 1765. 
James Richerson, son of Holt Richerson and Susanna, his wife, 

was born August 7th, 1767. 
Susanna W. Richerson, daughter of Holt Richerson and Susanna, 

his wife, was born April 14th, 1770. 
Francis W. Richeson, son of Holt Richerson, and Susanna, his 

his wife, was born . . . 13th, 1772. 
Agnes Richerson, daughter of Holt Richerson and Susanna, his 

wife, was born 25th of November, 1774. 
Holt C. Richerson, son of Holt Richerson and Susanna, his wife, 

was born September 16th, 1776. 
Francis W. Richeson, son of Holt Richerson, and Susanna, his 

wife, was born 20th December, 1778. 
John A. Richerson, son of Holt Richerson and Susanna, his wife, 
was born November 26th, 1780. 

Jane P. Brete Richerson, daughter of Holt and Elizabeth Richer- 
son, was born March 8th, 1783. 

Elizabeth H. Richeson, daughter of Holt and Elizabeth Richerson, 
was born February 28th, 1785. 

John B. Richerson, son of Holt and Elizabeth Richerson, was born 
February 28th, 1787. 



* Communicated by Mrs. George W. Bonte (nee Marie Louise 
Quarles), 330 West Ninety-fifth Street, New York City, N. Y. 



260 William and Mary Quarterly 

Gracey B. Richerson, daughter of Holt and Elizabeth Richerson, 

was born May 29th, 1789. 
Anderson Richerson, son of Holt and Elizabeth Richerson, was 

born August 15th, 1793. 
Francis W. Quarks, son of Frances and Benjamin Quarles, was 

born the 5th day of January, 1803. 
Thomas D. Quarles, son of Benjamin and Frances Quarles, was 

born 20th July, 1806. 
Susan Ann Quarles, daughter of Benjamin and Frances Quarles, 

was born 27th January, 1809. 
John Brete Richerson was married to Mildred Anne Ragsdale on 

Thursday, the 14th of May, 1812, by the Rev. John Mills, 

all of King William County, Virginia. 

Their Children 

William West, born 13th of March, 1813. 

Ann Eliza Frances, born February 14, 1816. 

John Holt, born January 21st, 1818. 

Ragsdale Anderson, born October 5, 1819. 

Maria Louisa, born July nth, 1821. 

Alfred Pleasants, born on December 30th, 1822. 

Edward Motier, born October 29th, 1824. 

Charlotte Blatterman, born February 24th, 1827. 

Mildred Dungleson, born February 14th, 1829. 

Mary Jane Frances, born December 28th, 1832. 

Susanna Richerson, wife of Holt Richerson, departed this life 
December 5th, 1780. 

Francis W. Quarles, son of Benjamin and Frances Quarles, de- 
parted this life June 8, 1840. 

Frances Quarles, wife of Benjamin Quarles and daughter of Col. 
Holt Richerson, departed this life January, 181 5. 

Francis W. Richerson departed this life November, 1816. 
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Notes 

Holt Richerson's name was more generally rendered Richeson, which 
has been adopted by his descendants. It was probably "Richardson" 
originally, since in the Register of St. Peter's Parish Register, New Kent, 
there appears the entry: "Holt, son to Jessey Richardson and Susanna, 
his wife, born Sept'r 19th, baptized Oct'r 31, 1779." The Richardson family 
was one of long standing in New Kent. Holt Richeson resided in King 
William, and was Lt. Col. of the 7th Virginia Regiment, afterwards the 
5th Regiment, from Oct. 9, 1777 to May 10, 1779, when he resigned. In 
1788 he was deputy sheriff of King William County. Susanna West, first 
wife of Col. Richeson, was the daughter of Col. Francis West, of West 
Point, and Jane Cole, who married (1) Nathaniel Claiborne, of "Sweet 
Hall," King William Co. (2) Stephen Bingham, by whom she had Roscow 
Bingham ; (3) Col. Francis West. Jane Cole was the daughter of William 
Cole, of Warwick Co., who was grandson of Col. William Cole, Secretary 
of State. Her mother, Mary, was probably Mary Roscow, daughter of 
William Roscow, son of William Roscow, of Blunt Point, Warwick Co. 
(See Quarterly, V., pp. 178, 179.) Susanna West married 1st her cousin, 
West Gregory, 2d. Col. Holt Richeson. Col. Francis West, her father 
was son of Capt. Thomas West, who inherited West Point from his cousin 
Charles. He was a son of Col. John West, born in 1633, and Unity Cro- 
shaw, daughter of Major Joseph Croshaw, of York Co. And Col. John 
West was son of Capt. John West (governor of Virginia 1635-1637) and 
his wife Ann . Martha Cole, sister of Jane Cole, married Ferdi- 
nand Leigh and had a daughter Mary, who married her first cousin, 
William Claiborne, son of Nathaniel Claiborne, who married Jane Cole. 
William Claiborne was father of Gen. Ferdinand Leigh Claiborne and 
Governor Charles Cole Claiborne. 

Our correspondent, Mrs. Bonte, is descended from Col. Holt Riche- 
son throug his daughter Frances, who married Benjamin Quarles. Thus : 
the son Thomas Delaware Quarles married Mary Ann Mosby. Their son, 
West Richeson Quarles, married Mary Ryan, of Maysville, Kentucky, 
and their daughter was Mary Louise Quarles, married George William 
Bonte, of Cincinnati, now of New York. 

Mrs. Bonte adds the following information concerning the children of 
Col. Holt Richeson and his first wife, Susanna West. Mary Evans Riche- 
son married Mr. Frazer, of Frazer's Ferry, King William County and had 
(1) Agnes Frazer, married John Roane, of "Newington," King and Queen 
County; (2) Alexander Frazer married Ann Catherine Ragsdale, daugh- 
ter of Drury and Barbara Fox Ragsdale; (3) Mary Frazer married Frank 
Rowe, of King and Queen County, great-grandmother of Mrs. Stuart 
Hume, of Richmond, Virginia. 
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James Richeson died young. 

Susanna West Richeson married Mr. Palmer — no children. 

Frances Langhorne Richeson married Benjamin Quarles. 

Agnes Richeson, probably died unmarried. 

Holt C. Richeson went to sea and was never heard of again. 

Francis West Richeson married Elizabeth (Betsy) Ragsdale, eldest 
daughter of Drury and Barbara (Fox) Ragsdale and had one child, Mary 
Elizabeth West Richeson, grandmother of Dr. De La Warr B. Easter, of 
Washington and Lee University. 

John A. Richeson died young. 

Mrs. Bonte gives the following information of the children of Col. 
Holt Richeson by his second wife, Elizabeth Hogg: 

Jane Percy Brete Richeson married Capt. John Mattox, of King Wil- 
liam County, great-grandparent of Edward Delaware Quarles, of Richmond, 
Virginia, who married Ann Burwell Cooke. They have one child Virginia. 

Elizabeth Holt Richeson married Capt. Fleet, of King William County, 
Virginia. 

John Brete Richeson married Mildred Anne Ragsdale, twin sister of 
Nancy Ragsdale, daughter of Drury and Barbara Fox Ragsdale. He was 
a son of Col. Holt Richeson by his 2d wife, Elizabeth Hogg. 

Gracey Brete Richeson died young. 

Anderson Richeson died young. 

Ragsdale Memoranda 

I Drury Ragsdale of the county of King William do ordain this to be 
my will. First, it is my will and desire that all my lands in the county of 
Mathews be sold by my Executors in any manner they think proper. 
I give them full power to convey the same to the purchaser or purchasers 
in fee simple, and the money arising from the sale thereof to be appro- 
priated as follows : First, to the payment of Mr. James Go van's debt 
against me, and the balance from the sale of the said land to be appro- 
priated to the benefit of my estate. 

Secondly, all the remainder of my estate, both real and personal, I give 
to my beloved wife Barbara Ragsdale in fee simple, having the fullest con- 
fidence that she will do the best she can for our dear children. 

Lastly, I appoint John Fox, Isaac Quarles, John Lord and Thomas 
Chrystee, my executors, and I desire they may not be held to security in 
the execution thereof. As witness my hand and seal this twenty first day 
of February, one thousand eight hundred and four. 

Drury Ragsdale (seal) 
Signed in the presence of 
Francis W. Richeson 
Edmund Littlepage 

Recorded April 23 rd 1804. 
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Virginia 

At at a monthly court held for Henrico County at the Court House 
on Monday the 4 th day of September, 1837. 

This day Herbert A. Claiborne, an attorney at law practicing in the 
court, appeared in open court, and made oath that he resided in King 
William County during the early period of his life and until he attained 
manhood ; that whilst a resident of that county he was intimately acquainted 
with Major Drury Ragsdale, reputed to have been an officer in the war of 
the Revolution, and also with his family. That said Drury Ragsdale died 
many years ago and was survived by his wife Barbara and four children, 
viz : Elizabeth, Ann C, Mildred A., and Frances Ragsdale. That said 
Barbara survived her husband but a short time, died intestate as he has 
understood, and was survived by her said daughters. That after her death 
the said Elizabeth intermarried with one Francis W. Richeson, and he 
having died she intermarried with one Thomas Moss, and he having died, 
the said Elizabeth is now a widow, residing in the City of Richmond ; that 
said Ann C. intermarried with one Alexander Frazier, and he being dead, 
the said Ann C. is now a widow residing in New Albany, in the State of 
Indiana, and the said Mildred A. intermarried with one John B. Richeson, 
and now resides in Maysville in the State of Kentucky. 

The fourth daughter died some ten or fifteen years ago, having first 
made her last will and testament, as he has understood and been in- 
formed. Wherefore, on the motion of Francis W. Quarles, the court doth 
certify that at the time of the death of the said Barabara Ragsdale, the 
said Elizabeth, Ann C, Mildred A., and Francis Ragsdale, her daugh- 
ters, were her only heirs by the law of the Commonwealth. 

Virginia 

Henrico County, to wit: 
I Lofton N. Ellett, Clerk of the Court for the County of Henrico, in 
the State of Virginia, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a transcipt 
from the records of the said court. 

In testimony whereof I hereunto set my hand and annex the seal of 
the court this 5 th day of September, 1837. 

Lofton N. Ellett. 

Virginia — Henrico County to wit : 

I John Mosby, presiding justice of the peace in and for the said county 
of Henrico, in the State of Virginia, do hereby certify that Lofton N. 
Ellett, who hath given the preceding certificate is now and was then 
Clerk of the said Court, and that his said attestation is in due form. 

Given under my hand this 30 th day of September 1837. 

John G. Mosby (J. P.) 
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The foregoing, with Drury Ragsdale's will, was sent to John Brett 
Richeson in Maysville, Kentucky, in a letter dated August 31, 1837, by 
Robert Pollard and mailed at Aylett's, King William County, Virginia, 
with the following names of family homes : Col. Holt Richeson lived 
first, at "Sires," then at "Key;" Nathaniel Fox at "Rose Garden;" John B. 
Richeson lived at "Halcyonville ;" Mary Elizabeth Quarles lived at "Drury 
Lane;" Capt. Fleet lived at "Sweet Hall;" Alexander Frazer lived at 
"Frazer's Ferry." 

Letter of John B. Richeson to Hon. R. H. Stanton, M. C, Washington, D. C. 

Maysville, Ky. April 6 th , 1850. 
My dear Sir, 

A few days ago I received a letter from Col. Mackay. He says "if 
you think it is worth the trouble to withdraw the case of Ragsdale from the 
files of the Committee in the House and try for half pay under the act of 
1832 at the Pension office on the objection of the Legislature in 1780 alone. 
Have the goodness to write to Mr. Stanton to that view I will make an 
effort to get at the particulars of the action of the Legislature in Virginia. 
Perhaps it will explain something. If we cannot show that he served in the 
Continental Line he would only be entitled to half pay for having served 
in the state line. I have not the slightest doubt but that Ragsdale did serve 
— but it must be more than proved to satisfy a man at the Pension office 
who assumes to be the attorney of the Government instead of acting as 
servant of the people. He has all the testimony in the case to prove it, 
and yet denies the claimants right." In addition to this Col. Mackay makes 
heavy complaints against Mr. Edwards — he says the complaints against 
him are universal. Since my last letter to you I have thought it best to let 
the claim in the case of Captain Drury Ragsdale remain in the hands of 
Gen 1 Duval and Co 1 Mackay to prosecute it. 

I must beg the favor of you to withdraw the papers in the case of 
Capt. Ragsdale from the Committee of the House, as the chance of recover- 
ing half pay in that case much the surest. The case of my father (Co 1 
Holt Richeson) I have given to Dr. Wm. Helm — from whom I received 
a letter yesterday, upon that subject. The prospects in this case are flatter- 
ing. My father died in 1800 and Capt. Ragsdale my wife's father died in 
1804. 

I remain with my great regard, yours truly, 

John B. Richeson. 

P. S. Please to accept my thanks for the garden seed you send me. 

Yrs. &c, 
[Backed] J. B. R. 

Argus 
Tuesday Sept 
23 — 1800 Col Holt Richeson 

died 1800. 
Grand, Pa. Capt. Ragsdale 

died 1804. 



